Law and medicine: conflict or collaboration? The 1988 Harvey Cushing oration.
Doctors and lawyers share the common goal of pursuit of the welfare of the patient and client. Even where litigation brings physicians into conflict with the law, collaboration must be our guide. The standard of care is defined by reference to the expertise of the medical profession. The need for informed consent is based upon the moral and ethical values our professions share. In assessing fair compensation, legal rules are shaped by the need to make the lives of the injured and disabled bearable, again an ethical value we hold in common. The nature of our day-to-day tasks and the methods we employ may be different, but we must never lose sight of the fact that the interests of society can only be met if we work closely together.